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Abstract 
This document contains the information that Hillsborough County requires to renew the TRAC 

lease of County property. 
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Executive Summary  
The Tampa Radio Aircraft Club (TRAC) was incorporated in the State of Florida in 1964.  In 1991, TRAC, 

sponsored by the Parks Department, developed at TRAC’s cost the flying site at 7208 Taylor Rd. on Solid 

Waste Department property that was a part of the Hillsborough Heights landfill.  Development has 

included leveling of a portion of the property, installation of 50 by 400 foot paved and grass runways 

and a 15 by 40 foot covered shelter with an observation platform.  So far, development and 

maintenance/upgrade costs are in excess of $140,000. 

 Initially, Solid Waste allowed TRAC exclusive use of 8 acres of native ground adjacent to the actual 

landfill.  Several years later, Solid Waste allowed TRAC to expand to approximately 11 acres. 

For safety purposes, radio control aircraft require a large amount of unoccupied, open land.  That makes 

closed landfills ideal locations for the sport.  Because of the Super Fund status of the landfill, TRAC was 

required to install a fence.  The landfill area to the south and west of the fence line are used as over 

flight areas, but members are not allowed to cross the fence.  Should an aircraft go down on the landfill 

proper, Solid Waste must be contacted to retrieve a downed aircraft. 

Since the TRAC flying site is on Solid Waste property, TRAC’s primary contact is with Solid Waste and 

occasionally that contact directs us to the appropriate individual in Parks.  The Solid Waste Department 

contact is Mr. Walter Gray. 

Organization Profile 
TRAC provides a chartered Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) Club 220 that provides a safe 

environment for flying powered and unpowered model aircraft.  By being a chartered AMA club and 

requiring that all members also have membership in the AMA results in the AMA providing liability 

insurance to club members and the site owner. 

The demographics of TRAC members are all ages from teen to members well into their 80s.  TRAC offers 

a family friendly environment for all ages from pre-teen to well into their 80s. TRAC multicultural 

membership consist of students, civilians, civic employees, military and retired individuals. 

Guests are always welcome to visit the flying site when it is open.  Guest flyers are welcome to fly as 

long as a club member is willing to sponsor them for their visit.  This is required to be sure the guest: 

 Is an AMA member 

 Flies safely 

 Is familiar with the site rules so there is no flying in the no fly area to the west 

 To assure that they do not fly over the properties of the neighbors to the north, east and Bing 

Park 

 Understands that they cannot cross the fence  

The TRAC organization consists of four Officers and two Directors that are elected to office yearly.  

Together, these six positions are the TRAC Board.   

The Directors are direct representatives of the members to the Board.  The Officer positions consist of 

President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
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Attached are copies of the following TRAC document: 

 Points of Contact 

 Constitution 

 Flying Rules 

 2018 Florida Corporation Renewal 

 2017 IRS EFile Confirmation 

 2018 AMA Chartered Club certificate 

 AMA insurance certificate  

Community Need for Service 
Flying radio control aircraft is a popular sport around the world.  AMA currently has approximately 

150,000 active members.  AMA has sister organizations in many different countries.  Each year TRAC 

welcomes seasonal flyers from Canada who winter in the local area. 

TRAC welcomes all flyers, experienced or new to the sport, who have AMA membership and 

demonstrate that they can adhere to the site rules and fly in a safe manner.  TRAC offers instructors to 

assist those new to the sport to develop into a skilled pilot.  TRAC currently has members who reside in 

Hillsborough (predominate) and Pinellas counties and Canadian citizens.   

TRAC offers a family friendly environment and has several families with membership for two or more 

family members.  Occasionally, TRAC holds family events like a Club cook out where the Club provides 

soft drinks, burgers and hot dogs and members bring a dish.  

TRAC holds a yearly Open House each September and invites the community and all flyers to attend. 

TRAC also holds an annual food drive in November where club members provide canned food that is 

donated to Metropolitan Ministries along with a cash club contribution that is typically $275. 

TRAC offers two primary benefits to the County.  The most important being a safe, controlled flying site.  

Frequently, in open fields near the TRAC flying site, TRAC members observe individual(s) flying radio 

control aircraft with no consideration of the safety considerations of the hobby.  They are referred to as 

“bandits”.  When possible, the member tries to educate the individual(s) about the need to fly at a 

proper flying site and invites them to visit TRAC. 

An example of why flying at a dedicated flying site is so important is the incident that occurred in the 

past few years where a “bandit” flying a radio control helicopter in a south Tampa park seriously injured 

a woman when he lost control of the copter.  

A more recent example is the proliferation of drone, predominately multi-rotor, aircraft that have 

jeopardized commercial aircraft. 

The second benefit is that TRAC is using a County asset in a productive way that otherwise would go 

unused.  That is one aspect of the synergy between a closed landfill that can’t be used for any useful 

purpose other than a flying site.  Methane gas is being recovered from the landfill adjacent to the TRAC 

field.  There are two gas test wells on the TRAC field.  Fortunately, no gas migration from the landfill to 

the site has been detected.  However if it ever is, the site will have to be abandoned even though TRAC 

has invested over $140,000 to develop and maintain the field. 



 

 

3 

5/27/2018 

Solid Waste was recognized by the EPA in 2010 for this productive reuse of the landfill.  The citations can 

be viewed at: 

 http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/c4dd124cb30858cf8525774c00

53d90f?OpenDocument 

A copy of the certificate is included in the Attachments section. 

Scope of Service Provided by County 
As previously noted, the TRAC flying site provides a safe, controlled site for flying powered and 

unpowered radio controlled model aircraft. 

As previously noted, TRAC welcomes all radio control aircraft flyers who have current AMA membership 

and demonstrate that they adhere to site rules and fly in a safe manner. 

Demonstrate Service Support 
There are currently no known commercial operation that offers a flying site in the area.  There are 

currently three clubs in Hillsborough County that provide a flying site to satisfy the needs of pilots in the 

area.  One of the clubs is exclusively for float flying.  To our knowledge, all clubs in Hillsborough County 

are on County or SW Florida Water Management property. 

There are eight AMA clubs in adjacent counties.   

Program Goals and Objectives 
TRAC’s goal is to promote the sport of radio control aircraft flying to the public and provide 

opportunities for individuals to acquire the skills necessary to safely fly aircraft.  Further, it is a goal to 

provide a site that meets member’s needs for pursuing the hobby. 

The primary objective is to have no safety or site rule incidents.   

Evaluation Plan 
Since there have been few safety incidents over the years, the method of evaluation is to bring to the 

attention of members any incidents at the monthly club meeting, in the newsletter and on the TRAC 

website – www.tractampa.com.   

As for the condition and site improvements, the two Directors are responsible for being familiar with 

club members and bringing their requests to improve some aspect of the site to the Board and general 

membership.  An example of this was the addition of electricity to the site in the recent past. 

Leverage of Funds and Space 
The alternatives to the use of public property would be to obtain the use of 20 to 30 acres of private 

property by having a private individual donate use of their property or for TRAC to buy or lease the 

property.  The 11 acre site is only useful because of the overflight area the land fill offers 

TRAC is not aware of any property owner in Hillsborough willing to do this.  The buy or lease options are 

not feasible since TRAC does not have the assets to do so. 
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Financial Capabilities 
The audited 2016 and 2017 audit statements are included in the Appendix.  The audits are conducted by 

the Club Directors and any other member that chooses to attend the audit. 

We are not aware of any “cost avoidance”.  Currently TRAC is responsible for all site costs with the 

exception of: 

 A small amount of water that is provided from adjacent Bing park 

 Grading of a section of the entry driveway by Solid Waste every one to two years 

 Mowing of the approximately 8 acres by the Park’s crew that mows Bing park which is not 

included in the roughly three acres that TRAC pays a commercial service to mow weekly 

 Trash pickup by Parks at the site entrance that Parks does when they pick up the trash at 

adjacent Bing park 

The mowing provided by Parks is the one service that the Club would have difficulty funding in that 

using a commercial service is not feasible due to cost and purchasing a capable mower or tractor is in 

excess of the Club’s assets. 
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Budget Information 
The TRAC budget is simple.  It consists of three sources of income and some fixed costs.  The only 

variable cost is for repair materials like fence posts or lumber to repair the shelter. 

TRAC maintains dues at a “break even” level with a little excess to build a reserve for major expenses 

like repaving the runway. 

Projected TRAC 2018-2020 Budgets     

     
2018 2019 2020 

Income        

 
Dues @ 90 Members  $9,000 $9,000 $9,000 

 Adult initiation   
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000 

 Events    
$300 $300 $300 

        

 
Total    

$10,300 $10,300 $10,300 

        

Expenses        

 
Mowing    

$3,600 $3,600 $3,600 

 Sanitation   
$1,544 $1,600 $1,700 

 Electricity   
$300 $300 $300 

 Runway sealing   
$2,500 $2,500 $2,500 

 Repair Materials   
$500 $500 $500 

 

Club AMA, Fl State, 

County fees, 

Donations   
$500 $500 $500 

        

 
Total    

$8,944 $9,000 $9,100 

        

 
Excess/(Deficit)   

$1,356 $1, 300 $1,200 
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Attachments 

Points of Contact 

Scott Kantrowitz, President, (813) 965-1281 

James Chambers, Vice-President, (813) 985-2706 

Peter Rubio, Secretary, 813-203-2131 

Chuck Wolfe, Treasurer, (813) 972-4853 

  



 

 

7 

5/27/2018 

Constitution 
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Flying Rules 

Flying Rules - Revised February 2004 

 

These field rules are established to ensure that flying operations at the TRAC flying field 
are conducted in a safe and responsible manner.  Common sense, common courtesy, 
and a respect for the rights of others promote safety and fellowship.  Each member of 
the club is responsible for his or her own, other members’, and visitor adherence to 
these rules.  It is the responsibility of the club officers to enforce these rules when 
necessary.  
 

A.  RULES CALLED FOR BY TRAC'S LEASE AGREEMENT 

 

1.  Downed Aircraft:  If your aircraft goes down beyond the fence, do not cross the 
fence.  Doing so will jeopardize TRAC's continued use of the flying site.  If you cross the 
fence, you may lose your membership in TRAC.  TRAC members are allowed on the 
landfill only when accompanied by a Solid Waste duty person.  The landfill is a 
Hazardous Waste Site.   
 

TRAC's contract with Hillsborough County requires us to contact an on-duty County 
employee to retrieve aircraft that go down on the landfill.  Please use the following 
schedule:  
 

Monday through Friday, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.:   
 

You can contact the Solid Waste personnel at the Hillsborough Heights Landfill 
Office.  The office is located on SR 579 (Mango Road) just north of Interstate 4.  You 
can contact the office in person or by calling 744-5535.  A County employee usually 
arrives in a truck within 15 minutes to retrieve the aircraft.  
 

Monday through Thursday after 3:30 p.m.:   
 

You can call the same number, 744-5535, and leave a message that an aircraft is down 
and its approximate location.  The Solid Waste personnel will retrieve the aircraft the 
next morning and you may pick up the aircraft at the landfill office. 
 

From Friday, 3:30 p.m. through dusk on Sunday:   
 

You can contact the on-call Solid Waste person by calling the telephone number posted 
on the Bulletin Board.  You will have to wait for this person to come to the landfill to 
retrieve the aircraft.  TRAC is billed $40 each time this weekend service is used.  An 
alternate no cost option is to call 744-5535, and leave a message describing the 
approximate location of the downed aircraft.  They will retrieve the aircraft Monday 
morning and you may pick up the aircraft at the landfill office.   
 

2.  Smoking is not allowed.  This is a stipulation in the lease agreement.  
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3.  Flying times:  Aircraft are allowed to fly from 8:00 a.m. to sundown.  
 

4.  Fuel Recovery System:  A fuel recovery system will be used while fueling models to 
prevent the spilling of fuel.  The system may consist of an extra fuel line returning the 
overflow back to the supply tank.  Another system would be an old fuel tank attached to 
the overflow tube.  Any simple, non-breakable container that catches the fuel overflow 
can be used.  
 

5.  Any fuel, oil or solvent spills at the flying site should be reported immediately to a 
club officer.  
 

6.  Locking of gates:  Each gate has two or three locks, one for our use and the others 
for the County workers.  The spectator gate and the entrance gate will be checked and 
locked by the last member to leave, unless County workers are inside.  Please place 
our lock so that opening any of the locks allows access. 
 

B.  FREQUENCY CONTROL  
 

1.  An active TRAC or AMA card will be pinned in the proper position on the frequency 
board before turning on any transmitter.  Each flyer is responsible for the prompt 
removal of the pin and card after the transmitter is turned off.  During special events, 
transmitter impound may be imposed, and must be followed to participate. 
 

2.  A pilot should not claim for more than 10 minutes of pit activity a frequency another 
member wants to use.  
 

3.  Transmitters will display the appropriate ribbons and channel numbers as specified 
by AMA official model regulations.  
 

4.  When a transmitter is not being used to control flight, the antenna will be in the 
collapsed position.   
 

5.  A crash caused by two flyers operating on the same frequency shall be the financial 
responsibility of the flyer who did not correctly use the frequency board.  If the two flyers 
cannot agree on who is at fault for the crash or the amount of settlement, the following 
procedures will be followed:  
 

Once the President of the club is notified of the incident, and the need for arbitration, the 
President will appoint a club member to act as an investigator.  This investigator will 
gather the facts from both flyers and present these facts along with a recommended 
settlement to the club membership at the next scheduled meeting.  The flyers involved 
may speak if they wish; however, if they are not present, the appointed investigator will 
represent them in their absence.  The club members in attendance will either vote on 
the recommendation presented, or change it based on the discussion held at the 
meeting.  The club members will determine the outcome.  
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Once the recommendation is approved, it is binding on both parties.  If compensation is 
awarded, the flyer causing the damage must pay the award within 30 days of the 
meeting or be subject to termination of his or her club membership with no 
reimbursement of dues.  
 

C.  EQUIPMENT STANDARDS  
 

1.  All radio equipment will comply with, and be used in compliance with, all applicable 
AMA guidelines and FCC regulations.  
 

2.  A successful range check of radio equipment should be completed before the first 
flight of the day.  
 

3.  No models are allowed to fly unless identified with the owner's name and address or 
AMA number, on or in the aircraft.  The owner's phone number is also recommended. 
 

4.  A muffler or tuned pipe is required on all engines of .10 cubic-inch displacement or 
larger.  
 

5.  No aircraft of any type with a turbine engine may be flown at TRAC.  
 

6.  Prohibited equipment: 
 

a. Flow-through mufflers.  
b. Metal-bladed propellers  
c. Gaseous boost  
d. Pyrotechnics  
e. Extremely hazardous fuels  
 

7.  Propeller nuts should be protected by a spinner or rounded prop nut.  
 

8.  In the pits, when the engine of a plane is running, the plane must be held securely by 
a second person, a mechanical tail, or a wing holder capable of holding the plane when 
the engine is running at full speed.  
 

D.  FLYING OPERATIONS  
 

1.  New or inexperienced members may not fly an aircraft until they have been certified 
competent by a TRAC instructor or experienced TRAC member. 
 

2.  Fixed-wing aircraft must be flown on the far side of the Flight Line.  The Flight Line is 
defined as a straight line passing along the near side of the runway and extending 
indefinitely in both directions.  
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3.  No more than four aircraft should be in the air, on the far side of the Flight Line, at 
the same time.  Pilots should use the pilot stations for safety.  Spotters are 
recommended.  
 

4.  Helicopter pilots will perform hovering, circling, and beginning forward flight in the 
designated helicopter area.  The helicopter area is north of the Flight Line, east of the 
pits, and within the bounds of the entrance road.  No more than two helicopters shall be 
in the air in the helicopter area at a time.   
 

5.  Advanced forward flight and aerobatics by helicopters may be performed on the far 
side of the Flight Line, while conforming to the flight pattern of the fixed wing 
aircraft.  Prolonged hovering over the runway is not allowed while fixed wing aircraft are 
in the air.  No new or inexperienced helicopter pilot will fly on the far side of the Flight 
Line until certified competent by an appointed helicopter instructor. 
 

6.  Slow flying electric R/C aircraft may use the helicopter area.  
 

7.  Pilots wishing to fly any special pattern will coordinate this activity with other pilots so 
that they may, at their discretion, suspend their flying operation and move to a safe 
distance from the special course.  Some examples are pylon racing, fun-fly practice, low 
aerobatics, combat, sailplanes, 3-D aerobatics, and U-control. 
 

8.  Careless, reckless, or dangerous flying is prohibited.  
 

9.  Takeoffs and landings should occur only on the paved or grass runways.  Helicopter 
pilots should use the helipads.  Aircraft that have been taxied back to their pit should be 
shut down while still pointing parallel to the yellow center line.  
   
10.  Takeoffs and landings will be into the prevailing wind and consistent with the flow of 
traffic.  If a wind shift occurs that dictates a change in the direction of traffic, any flyer on 
the line may suggest a change in the direction of traffic.  This will be coordinated with all 
pilots on the line and agreed to before such change is made.  
 

11.  Landing aircraft have right-of-way over aircraft taking off.  
 

12.  Dead-stick landings, when called out, have right-of-way over all other traffic.  
 

13.  TRAC's asphalt pit areas will be used for all fueling and defueling of 
aircraft.  Engines should be started only in the pit areas.  Re-starting of a stalled engine 
is allowed on the taxiways and runway if coordinated with pilots who are flying.  No 
fueling or defueling of aircraft or the starting of engines will be conducted under the 
shelters or between the pit area and the shelters.  
 

14.  Engine runs for break-in or other purposes will be conducted ONLY in the 
designated area established by the club and clearly marked "Engine break-in".  Engine 
break-ins are not permitted in the pits or the shelter area due to the constant noise 
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creating a nuisance not only to spectators, but also to pilots flying aircraft.  A transmitter 
can be used if its frequency is not needed by an active flyer. 
 

15.  During all special events, any alternate-site flying rules will be announced at the 
initial pilot meeting, and will be in accordance with AMA guidelines.  
 

16.  Spectators will remain in the spectator area, that is, north of a line parallel to, but 
set back five feet from, the edge of the asphalt pits, and west of the helicopter area. 
 

17.  During normal flying activities the tower is to be used by members only as either an 
observation tower or to photograph or videotape aircraft.  The tower is not to be used by 
children unless accompanied by an adult. 
 

E.  VISITOR FLYING  
 

1.  A visitor who wishes to fly at the TRAC flying field must present a valid AMA license 
and fit into one of the following categories:  
 

a. A guest of a club member may fly, providing the member is present at the field.  
b. A visitor who is a member of any chartered AMA club may fly with the permission of 
any club member present.  
 

2.  This privilege is limited to two days per year without cost.  Thereafter, $3.00 per day 
will be charged.  
 

3.  A visitor violating TRAC's flying rules will be required to stop flying. 
 

F.  ACCIDENTS  
 

1.  Any accident that results in injury or property damage to a second party will be 
reported to a club officer as soon as possible.  
 

G.  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  
 

1.  Members are reminded that AMA insurance does not cover any accident in which 
alcohol is a factor.  
 

2.  No consumption of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs will be permitted at the TRAC 
flying field. This area is designated as a "ZERO TOLERANCE ZONE".  
 

H.  SUGGESTIONS 

 

1.  Preflight checks should include, but are not limited to, the following:  
 

a. RX and TX battery voltage 

b. prop nut tightness 
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c. fuel  
d. trim adjustments and proper control surface movement  
 

2.  When revving engines in the pit area, do not point your aircraft directly at 
spectators.  Also be courteous and aware of your exhaust and prop wash. 
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2018 Florida Corporation Certificate 
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TRAC Articles of Incorporation 
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IRS Determination of TRAC’s 503 (c) (07) Status 

 

 

  
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2017 IRS 990-N Status 
Exempt Organizations Select Check Exempt Organizations Select Check Home 
Tax Period: 
2017 (01/01/2017 - 12/31/2017) 
Employer Identification Number (EIN): 
59-2470311 
Legal Name: 
TAMPA RADIO CONTROL AIRCRAFT CLUB INC 
Mailing Address: 
15418 N 15th St 
Lutz, FL 33549 
United States 
Doing Business As: 
Gross receipts not greater than: 

$50,000 
Organization has terminated: 

No 
Principal Officer's Name and Address: 

Scott Kantrowitz 
1806 Sagebrush Rd 
Plant City, FL 33567 
United States 
Website URL: 
tractampa.com 
Related 990-N (ePostcard) Filings: 
If the organization has filed additional Forms 990-N (e-Postcards), link(s) to additional e-Postcard filings are displayed below. Click on the link(s) to see the information included 
in 
those filing(s). 
Tax Year 2009 
Tax Year 2011 
Tax Year 2012 
Tax Year 2013 
Tax Year 2014 
Tax Year 2015 
Tax Year 2016 
Return to Search Results Return to Search Page 

Exempt Organizations Select Check Page 1 of 1 
https://apps. 
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AMA Chartered Club certificate 
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AMA Certificate of Insurance 
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EPA Recognition Certificate 
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2016 Audited Treasury Report 

 

TRAC - Annual Treasury Audit 2016   

4/8/2018    

    

Bank Balance 12/30/16   $10,253.86 

    

Deposits   $0.00 

    

    

    

Checks/Bill Pay  outstanding   $0.00 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 Total  $0.00 

    

Cash Box   $15.92 

    

Total   $10,269.78 

    

CD   $4,255.98 

    

Total Checking, Cash and CD   $14,525.76 

    

Treasury Balance   $14,525.76 

    

Difference   $0.00 

    

Loan   $0.00 
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2017 Audited Treasury Report 
     

      

TRAC - Annual Treasury Audit 2017   

4/8/2018    

    

Bank Balance 11/27/17   $11,865.34 

    

Deposits   $0.00 

    

    

    

Checks/Bill Pay  outstanding TECO  $22.49 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 Total  $22.49 

    

Cash Box   $15.92 

    

Total   $11,858.77 

    

CD   $4,256.38 

    

Total Checking, Cash and CD   $16,115.15 

    

Treasury Balance   $16,115.15 

    

Difference   $0.00 

    

Loan   $0.00 

 


